
Welcome to the next in the series of central US drought status and outlook webinars 
through the cooperation of several regional partners including NOAA/USDA/RCCs/SCs 
and several other partnering groups.  These webinars are intended to provide a status 
update and present what we see as the most like directions weather/climate issues are 
going from here.   
 
We are taking the opportunity to address some of the longer term weather and climate 
concerns in the central US to help you all plan a little better in the upcoming months.  
We hope to deliver information pertinent to your decision making needs. So thanks to 
those other agencies and organizations for your input to this presentation. 
 
This Webinar is meant to be an overview of the current climate situation and what we 
may expect in the coming months.  It is also meant primarily for stakeholders and 
partners in other agencies, tribes, state and local governments, universities and various 
interests from agriculture, water resources, natural resources and ecosystems. 
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The structure of the webinars is to review current climate conditions and put them in 
some historical context.  We will look back at what has led up to the situation we are in 
and then look ahead using the Climate Prediction Center Outlooks and Drought Monitor 
Outlooks.   
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Precipitation averaged across the CONUS in 2012 was 26.57 inches, which is 2.57 inches 
below the 20th century average. Precipitation totals in 2012 ranked as the 15th driest 
year on record.  
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In 2012, the contiguous United States (CONUS) average annual temperature of 55.3°F 
was 3.2°F above the 20th century average, and was the warmest year in the 1895-2012 
period of record for the nation. The 2012 annual temperature was 1.0°F warmer than 
the previous record warm year of 1998. 
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This plot is created by the NOAA group NOHRSC which uses various inputs (surface 
measurements, satellites, airplane flights and other information) to create this map.   
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http://coastwatch.glerl.noaa.gov/cwdata/lct/glsea.png  

16 



http://www.glerl.noaa.gov/data/now/wlevels/dbd/ 
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We will load the recorded Webinar as quickly as we can at the web site mentioned on 
this slide. 
 
Several other links are included here as were emailed after the webinar last month. 
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Thank you for coming everyone.  What questions do you have at this point? 
 
I/We would like your feedback on the Webinar and it’s worth to you.  Please do not 
hesitate to email your suggestions or questions to me at dennis.todey@sdstate.edu or 
doug.kluck@noaa.gov.  We will be doing a more formal survey and evaluation.  That is in 
process currently. 
 
We will now open it up to questions  
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 The goal of the this new framework and these meetings is to 
make sure the full resources of the federal government are 
brought to bear…(from A to V) from Agriculture to Veterans 
Affairs…and that communication isn’t a barrier.  

Sec. Vilsack: “Resources 
are limited, so we will 

have to be smart.” 



Issue Subjects from  
the Drought Meetings: 

 Community Planning 
 Economic 
 Federal Government 
 Fire Management 
 Forecasting 
 Natural Resources Management 
 Policy 
 Public Health 
 Research and Education 
 Transportation 



 Water 
 Research 
 Regulations 
 Forecasting 
 Policy 

5 Main Focus Areas 



“If we think 
Creatively and 

Comprehensively, 
there isn’t a problem 

we can’t solve.”  
-Secretary of Agriculture, 

Tom Vilsack 



“We must take Change by the hand, for if we don’t,       
it most assuredly will take us by the throat.”  

–Winston Churchill 

Adapt 
Adopt 
Accept Change 



Actions In Action 
 Pilot Program by NRCS 

...to remove sediments from ponds to help provide more 
water for livestock or irrigation (Kansas & Colorado) 
 

 
 
 
 
 MOU with Department of Commerce (NOAA) 

...to improve sharing of data and expertise, monitoring 
networks and drought forecasting efforts 
 
 





Recovery Support Functions (RSF) created within the 
National Disaster Recovery Framework: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Community Planning & Capacity Building (FEMA) 
 Economic (EDA) 
 Health & Social Services (HHS) 
 Housing (HUD) 
 Infrastructure (Army Corps) 
 Natural & Cultural Resources (DOI) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The RSFs bring together the Federal departments & agencies  
& other supporting organizations- including those not active   
in emergency response-to focus on recovery needs. 



Agriculture 
Commerce 
Defense 
Education 

Labor 
State 
Transportation 
Treasury 

Energy 
HUD 
Homeland Security 
Interior 
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Colleen Callahan 
Federal Disaster Recovery  
Coordinator for Drought 

United States Department   
of Agriculture 

colleen.callahan@il.usda.gov 
Cell: 217-649-9037 

  
  
  

Todd Batta 
Senior Advisor to  

the Secretary 
U.S. Department of 

Agriculture  
todd.batta@osec.usda.gov  

Direct: 202.205.4380 
Cell:  202.680.9492 

 
 

Contact Information 

http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?navid=DISASTER_ASSISTANCE 
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