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Highlights for the Midwest
JƵŶĞ�ǁĂƐ�ǀĞƌǇ�ǁĞƚ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�DŝŶŶĞƐŽƚĂ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ŝƚƐ�ǁĞƩĞƐƚ�ŵŽŶƚŚ�ŽŶ�
ƌĞĐŽƌĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ϴ͘Ϭϯ�ŝŶĐŚĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƉƌĞĐŝƉŝƚĂƟŽŶ͘��/ŽǁĂ�ŚĂĚ�ŝƚƐ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚ�ǁĞƩĞƐƚ�
:ƵŶĞ�ŽŶ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚ͕�tŝƐĐŽŶƐŝŶ�ŝƚƐ�ĮŌŚ͕�ĂŶĚ�/ůůŝŶŽŝƐ�ŝƚƐ�ŶŝŶƚŚ�ǁĞƩĞƐƚ͘

For the nine-state region, it was the second coolest July (1895–2014 
period of record), trailing only 2009. Missouri was slightly cooler than 
in 2009, while the other eight states were the coolest since 2009. 
/ŶĚŝĂŶĂ�ƟĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŽůĞƐƚ�:ƵůǇ�ƐƚĂƚĞǁŝĚĞ͕�/ůůŝŶŽŝƐ�ĂŶĚ�DŝƐƐŽƵƌŝ�ƌĂŶŬĞĚ�
ϮŶĚ͕�/ŽǁĂ�ĂŶĚ�KŚŝŽ�ϯƌĚ͕�<ĞŶƚƵĐŬǇ�ϰƚŚ͕�DŝĐŚŝŐĂŶ�ϳƚŚ͕�tŝƐĐŽŶƐŝŶ�ϭϭƚŚ͕�
ĂŶĚ�DŝŶŶĞƐŽƚĂ�ϮϳƚŚ͘

KŶ��ƵŐƵƐƚ�ϮϭʹϮϮ͕�ƚŚƵŶĚĞƌƐƚŽƌŵƐ�ďƌŽƵŐŚƚ�ƚŽƌƌĞŶƟĂů�ƌĂŝŶ�ƚŽ�ƉĂƌƚƐ�ŽĨ�
ŶŽƌƚŚĞƌŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĐĞŶƚƌĂů�/ŶĚŝĂŶĂ͘�dŚĞ�ƐƚŽƌŵƐ�ĚƌŽƉƉĞĚ�ŝŶ�ĞǆĐĞƐƐ�ŽĨ�ϱ�ŝŶĐŚĞƐ�
ŽĨ�ƌĂŝŶ�ŝŶ�ŵĂŶǇ�ĐŽƵŶƟĞƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĂŶ�ĂƌĞĂ�ŝŶ�ĞĂƐƚĞƌŶ�'ƌĂŶƚ�ĂŶĚ��ůĂĐŬĨŽƌĚ�
ĐŽƵŶƟĞƐ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�ĞǆĐĞƐƐ�ŽĨ�ϭϬ�ŝŶĐŚĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƌĂŝŶ͘���ŵĂũŽƌŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƌĂŝŶ�
fell in a 6 to 8 hour period during the early morning hours of August 22.

dhe last week of August began with heat advisories and warnings in 
ƚŚĞ�ĐĞŶƚƌĂů�ĂŶĚ�ƐŽƵƚŚǁĞƐƚ�ƉŽƌƟŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�DŝĚǁĞƐƚ͘�dĞŵƉĞƌĂƚƵƌĞƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�
between 95°F and 105°F in Missouri, and 90°F to 100°F elsewhere in 
/ůůŝŶŽŝƐ͕�ƐŽƵƚŚĞƌŶ�/ŽǁĂ͕�ĂŶĚ�ǁĞƐƚĞƌŶ�<ĞŶƚƵĐŬǇ͘

MŽĚŝĮĞĚ�ŐƌŽǁŝŶŐ�ĚĞŐƌĞĞ�ĚĂǇƐ�;D'��Ϳ�ƐŝŶĐĞ�
May 1 are below normal across most of the 
ƌĞŐŝŽŶ͘�D'��Ɛ�ĂƌĞ�ƌƵŶŶŝŶŐ�ƐůŝŐŚƚůǇ�ĂŚĞĂĚ�
of normal from southern Missouri into the 
western half of Kentucky. As fall progresses it 
ŝƐ�ůĞƐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ůĞƐƐ�ůŝŬĞůǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�D'���ĚĞĮĐŝƚ�ǁŝůů�
ďĞ�ŵĂĚĞ�ƵƉ͘�dŚĞ�D'��Ɛ�ĂƌĞ�ƌĞůĂƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĐƌŽƉ�
ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ͕�ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ�ĐŽƌŶ͘�tŚŝůĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŽů�
weather this summer resulted in less stress 
on the crops, it also slowed development 
and maturity.  Late maturing crops are more 
ƐƵƐĐĞƉƟďůĞ�ƚŽ�ĂŶ�ĞĂƌůǇ�Žƌ�ĞǀĞŶ�ŶŽƌŵĂů�
occurrence of freezing temperatures.

dŚĞ�ƐƵŵŵĞƌ�ƉƌĞĐŝƉŝƚĂƟŽŶ�ƉĂƩĞƌŶ�ǁĂƐ�
ůĂƌŐĞůǇ�ĚĞĮŶĞĚ�ďǇ�ŚĞĂǀǇ�ƌĂŝŶ�ŝŶ��ƵŐƵƐƚ�ĨƌŽŵ�
ǁĞƐƚĞƌŶ�/ŽǁĂ�ƐŽƵƚŚĞĂƐƚ�ŝŶƚŽ�<ĞŶƚƵĐŬǇ͕ �ĨƌŽŵ�
ŶŽƌƚŚĞĂƐƚĞƌŶ�/ůůŝŶŽŝƐ�ŝŶƚŽ�ŶŽƌƚŚͲĐĞŶƚƌĂů�/ŶĚŝĂŶĂ͕�
and from central Minnesota across Wisconsin. 
:ƵŶĞ�ǁĂƐ�ǁĞƚ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ŵƵĐŚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞŐŝŽŶ�ĞǆĐĞƉƚ�
Kentucky and far eastern Michigan. July rainfall 
was well below normal in much of the region 
ǁŝƚŚ�ũƵƐƚ�Ă�ĨĞǁ�ĞǆĐĞƉƟŽŶƐ͘�dŚĞ�ŶŽƌƚŚĞƌŶ�
quarter of Minnesota and the southern half 
of Missouri were notably drier with only 40 to 
ϳϱ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ŶŽƌŵĂů�ƉƌĞĐŝƉŝƚĂƟŽŶ͘�WŽƌƟŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�
southwest Missouri and western Kentucky were 
in moderate drought at the end of August.

dhe record cool July across much of the 
Midwest was tempered somewhat by near to 
slightly warmer than normal June and August 
ƚĞŵƉĞƌĂƚƵƌĞƐ͘�dŚĞ�ƌĞƐƵůƚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƵŵŵĞƌ͕ �
however, was that temperatures were near to 
below normal across the region. Cooler areas 
ĞǆƚĞŶĚĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ǁĞƐƚĞƌŶ�/ŽǁĂ�ĂŶĚ�ŶŽƌƚŚĞƌŶ�
DŝƐƐŽƵƌŝ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�/ůůŝŶŽŝƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽƌƚŚĞƌŶ�ƚǁŽͲ
ƚŚŝƌĚƐ�ŽĨ�/ŶĚŝĂŶĂ͕�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ĂƐ�ŝŶ�ŶŽƌƚŚĞĂƐƚĞƌŶ�
DŝŶŶĞƐŽƚĂ͕�ƚŚĞ�DŝĐŚŝŐĂŶ�hƉƉĞƌ�WĞŶŝŶƐƵůĂ͕�ĂŶĚ�
lower Michigan.
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Regional Outlook - for Fall 2014

Regional Impacts for June–August 2014

Agriculture
dhe weather this summer was favorable for 
corn and soybean development throughout 
ŵŽƐƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�DŝĚǁĞƐƚ͘�dŚĞ�h͘^͘��ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ�
of Agriculture’s August forecast is for a record 
14.032 billion bushels of corn. Corn rated in good 
Žƌ�ĞǆĐĞůůĞŶƚ�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶ�ĂĐĐŽƵŶƚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ϳϰ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�
ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐƌŽƉ�ĂƐ�ŽĨ�^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ�ϳ͕�ĐŽŵƉĂƌĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�
ϱϰ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ƟŵĞ�ůĂƐƚ�ǇĞĂƌ͘ ��^ŽǇďĞĂŶ�
ŚĂƌǀĞƐƚ�ŝƐ�ĂůƐŽ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�Ăƚ�ĂŶ�ĂůůͲƟŵĞ�ŚŝŐŚ͘

Mild to moderate drought in far western 
Kentucky has impacted agriculture and will likely 
ƌĞƐƵůƚ�ŝŶ�ƐŽŵĞ�ƌĞĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĐŽƌŶ�ǇŝĞůĚƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ĂīĞĐƚĞĚ�ĂƌĞĂ͘

^ŽǇďĞĂŶ�^ƵĚĚĞŶ��ĞĂƚŚ�^ǇŶĚƌŽŵĞ͕�Ă�ĨƵŶŐƵƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ĂīĞĐƚƐ�ƐŽǇďĞĂŶƐ�ƉůĂŶƚĞĚ�ĞĂƌůǇ�ŝŶ�ĐŽŽů͕�ǁĞƚ�ƐŽŝůƐ�
and followed by heavy midsummer rains that 
ƐĂƚƵƌĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŽŝů͕�ŝƐ�ĂīĞĐƟŶŐ�ĐƌŽƉƐ�ŝŶ�ƉĂƌƚƐ�ŽĨ�
/ŽǁĂ͕�DŝƐƐŽƵƌŝ͕�ĂŶĚ�ǁĞƐƚͲĐĞŶƚƌĂů�/ůůŝŶŽŝƐ͘��īĞĐƚĞĚ�
ĮĞůĚƐ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ƐĞĞ�ůŽƐƐĞƐ�ŽĨ�ϭϬ�ƚŽ�ϮϬ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ͘

Environment and Infrastructure
dhe cooler than normal summer resulted in 
Ă�ƌĞĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƐĞǀĞƌĞ�ǁĞĂƚŚĞƌ�ŝŶ�ŵƵĐŚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
region for the second year in a row.  

Climate Science Program, Iowa State University

climate.engineering.iastate.edu

High Plains Regional Climate Center

www.hprcc.unl.edu

Midwestern Regional Climate Center

mrcc.isws.illinois.edu

Missouri Basin River Forecast Center

www.crh.noaa.gov/mbrfc

EĂƟŽŶĂů��ůŝŵĂƟĐ��ĂƚĂ��ĞŶƚĞƌ

www.ncdc.noaa.gov

EĂƟŽŶĂů��ƌŽƵŐŚƚ�DŝƟŐĂƟŽŶ��ĞŶƚĞƌ

drought.unl.edu

EĂƟŽŶĂů�/ŶƚĞŐƌĂƚĞĚ��ƌŽƵŐŚƚ�/ŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�^ǇƐƚĞŵ

www.drought.gov

EĂƟŽŶĂů�tĞĂƚŚĞƌ�^ĞƌǀŝĐĞ��ĞŶƚƌĂů�ZĞŐŝŽŶ

www.crh.noaa.gov/crh

North Central River Forecast Center

www.crh.noaa.gov/ncrfc

Et^��ůŝŵĂƚĞ�WƌĞĚŝĐƟŽŶ��ĞŶƚĞƌ

www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov

^ŽƵƚŚ��ĂŬŽƚĂ�^ƚĂƚĞ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�^�^h��ǆƚĞŶƐŝŽŶ

www.igrow.org

State Climatologists

www.stateclimate.org

tĂƚĞƌ^D�Zd��ůĞĂƌŝŶŐŚŽƵƐĞ͕�h͘^͘��ĞƉƚ͘�ŽĨ�/ŶƚĞƌŝŽƌ

ǁǁǁ͘ĚŽŝ͘ŐŽǀͬǁĂƚĞƌƐŵĂƌƚͬŚƚŵůͬŝŶĚĞǆ͘ƉŚƉ

tĞƐƚĞƌŶ�'ŽǀĞƌŶŽƌƐ͛��ƐƐŽĐŝĂƟŽŶ

westgov.org

Even Chances on Harvest Weather

dŚĞ�ŽƵƚůŽŽŬ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŚƌĞĞͲŵŽŶƚŚ�ƉĞƌŝŽĚ�ŽĨ�KĐƚŽďĞƌ͕ �EŽǀĞŵďĞƌ͕ �ĂŶĚ��ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ�ĨƌŽŵ�EK�� Ɛ͛�
�ůŝŵĂƚĞ�WƌĞĚŝĐƟŽŶ��ĞŶƚĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƐůŝŐŚƚůǇ�ŚŝŐŚĞƌ�ƉƌŽďĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ĨŽƌ�ĂďŽǀĞͲŶŽƌŵĂů�ƚĞŵƉĞƌĂƚƵƌĞƐ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�
ƚŚĞ�DŝĚǁĞƐƚ�ĞǆĐĞƉƚ�ĨŽƌ�DŝƐƐŽƵƌŝ͘�WůĂŶƟŶŐ�ĚĞůĂǇƐ�ĂŶĚ�Ă�ĐŽŽůĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�ŶŽƌŵĂů�ŐƌŽǁŝŶŐ�ƐĞĂƐŽŶ�ŚĂǀĞ�
ƉƌŽĚƵĐĞƌƐ�ĐŽŶĐĞƌŶĞĚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝƐŬ�ĨŽƌ�ĂŶ�ĞĂƌůǇ�ĨƌĞĞǌĞ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĐƌŽƉ�ŵĂƚƵƌĞƐ͘�/Ŷ�ƐŽŵĞ�ĂƌĞĂƐ͕�
ĞǀĞŶ�Ă�͞ŶŽƌŵĂů͟�ĨƌĞĞǌĞ�ŽĐĐƵƌƌĞŶĐĞ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŶĞŐĂƟǀĞ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚƐ͘�dŚĞ�ŵĞĚŝĂŶ�ĚĂƚĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�
ϯϮΣ&�ĨƌĞĞǌĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�DŝĚǁĞƐƚ�ƌĂŶŐĞƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŵŝĚ�ƚŽ�ůĂƚĞ�^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽƌƚŚĞƌŶ�DŝĚǁĞƐƚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�
ůĂƐƚ�ϭϬ�ĚĂǇƐ�ŽĨ�KĐƚŽďĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�KŚŝŽ�sĂůůĞǇ͘

MŽƐƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞŐŝŽŶ�ĂůƐŽ�ŚĂƐ�ĞƋƵĂů�ĐŚĂŶĐĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ĂďŽǀĞ͕�ďĞůŽǁ͕�Žƌ�ŶŽƌŵĂů�ƉƌĞĐŝƉŝƚĂƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĂůů͘�
WƌŽĚƵĐĞƌƐ�ǁŝůů�ŶĞĞĚ�ĞǆƚĞŶĚĞĚ�ƉĞƌŝŽĚƐ�ŽĨ�ĚƌǇ�ǁĞĂƚŚĞƌ�ĨŽƌ�ŚĂƌǀĞƐƚ͕�ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇ�ŝŶ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ĂƌĞĂƐ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�
soils are very wet due to heavy rain in August.

dŚĞ��ůŝŵĂƚĞ�WƌĞĚŝĐƟŽŶ��ĞŶƚĞƌ�ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚĞƐ�Ă�ϲϬ�ƚŽ�ϲϱ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ĐŚĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�Ă�ǁĞĂŬ��ů�EŝŹŽ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŝŶŐ�
this fall, peaking in late fall into early winter. 


